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INTRODUCTION

Mesa County, Colorado is a wonderful place to birdwatch. It is the 4th largest
county in Colorado ranging from high elevation mesas to the riparian areas of
the Colorado and Gunnison rivers. Over 200 bird species live and breed in its
many diverse habitats. This brochure describes a variety of places to “bird by car”
for those who cannot use Mesa County’s many trails. Federal and State partners
along with local birders provided suggestions of places that have pull-ofts with a
high probability of seeing birds. Enjoy the landscapes and birdlife of our amaz-
ing county.




COLORADO NATIONAL MONUMENT

SEASONS HagiraT

There is a fee to enter the Monument. Late Fall to early Spring, it is
reccommended to check road conditions.

CommoN Birps

« Along canyon walls: Peregrine Falcon, Red-Tailed Hawk, Turkey Vulture (April-October) and Canyon Wren

* In Pinyon/Juniper Woodlands: Pinyon Jay, Scrub Jay, White-Throated Swift, Hummingbirds (May- September),
Juniper Titmouse and Western Blue Bird

NOTES ON THE AREA

* The monument has two entrances. These directions start at the West (Fruita) Entrance and should be used along
with the monument brochure available at the entrance.

* Rim Rock Drive is 23 miles long, and has about 20 pull-outs with interpretive signage. The road has an 1,800 foot
elevation gain, several tight switchbacks, and steep drop-ofts. Not all of the pull-outs have accessible paths to the
overlooks, however, most provide excellent viewing from the car. The pullouts included here are the best for bird
viewing, although at a few it will be difficult to see over the rim from the vehicle. They are listed for those who can
view beyond their car.

MiLE MARKERS

From West Entrance (Fruita Entrance)

2.0 Tunnels 7.1 Monument Canyon View (not accessible) but

good viewing of canyons from car.

4.0 - 4.1 Saddlehorn Campground Loop
Road: excellent views of the canyons
from vehicle
Visitor Center: Information, books,
accessible Alcove Nature Trail and

10.6 Liberty Cap Trailhead

10.9-18.6 Glade Park road

Frdh s e 19.0 Cold Shivers Point (accessible) no viewing
from car, but accessible path and views of the
5.4 Independence Monument View canyon are excellent.
(accessible') U§e west side of parking 20.0  Tunnels
areas for viewing the canyon from
your car 22.1 Devils Kitchen Picnic Area - accessible flush
restrooms

5.9  Grand View (not accessible) but
good viewing of canyons from car 23.0  East (Grand Junction) Entrance



HicaLINE LAKE STATE PARK

HagiraT

A Colorado State Park Pass is needed to enter the park. There are two areas
for this state park. Use the directions in the brochure for Mack Mesa Lake.

CommoN Birps
«Summer: Osprey, Nesting Cooper’s Hawk, Northern Harriers, Kestrels, Loggerhead Shrikes, Bullock’s Orioles

* Fall and Winter: Canada geese, Mallard, Pintail Greenwing, Bluewing and Cinnamon Teal, Gadwall, Canvasback,
Northern Shovelers, Buffleheads, Goldeneyes, Bald Eagles

Spring: Sandhill Cranes, American Avocets, White Faced Ibis, Godwits

NOTES ON THE AREA
The Lake is closed to boating from September 30th to March 1st, although those dates may change due to weather

conditions. This is the best time to bird the Park, because the summer season has a high number of power boat
users and human activity around the lake.

Waterfowl and small game hunting is permitted Monday through Friday during the appropriate hunting season/s.

PARK AREAS

Directions: Take Exit 15 off Interstate 70 and follow the brown State Park Signs along the way. Signs are provided
for both the main entrance to the Park as well as Mack Mesa Lake.

Bookcliff Campground

Park visitors must have a valid Campground Reservation
and Park Pass to use the campground.

Visitor Center and Boat Ramp
The area has a large paved parking area that allows
viewing of the lake and the marsh area to the east. The
visitor center has additional information about the park

and birds.

Day Use Area

A large grassy area for picnicking beside the lake is
shaded by large cottonwood trees. Several parking areas
are provided that will provide viewing from a car.

Mack Mesa Lake
Mack Mesa Lake is a separate area of the park. This area
is located on the west side of the park, and has a seperate
entrance

0.0 Entrance off R Road

0.4 Picnic Area is beside the lake. (Accessible) The
fishing dock’s path is accessible but the running
grade of the ramp might be too steep for some.

0.6 Watchable Wildlife Overlook and viewing area

1.0 Nature Study Area - driving loop above the lake,
accessible restroom in same area, picnic sites with
shelter

1.5 Picnic site (not-accessible) best viewing from car
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ACCESSIBILITY
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There are no services within the site. There is only one accessible
restroom and no other accessible features.




No ACCESSIBILITY

fyi

Land’s End Road has no cell phone services. It is often closed from mid-fall to
late spring. Call US Forest Service for road conditions.




Limited cell phone service. Often closed from mid-Fall to late
Spring due to weather or avalanche conditions.
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No ACCESSIBILITY

This area has limited cell phone service and no services.




HagiraT

ACCESSIBILITY

There is little cell phone coverage and no services along this scenic
byway.

MP: 156




MP: 139.8

Hasrrat Roap CoNDITIONS

MP: 136 - 130
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ACCESSIBILITY
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